Dr Aarushi Jain is a public policy leader and governance practitioner serving as Policy Director and Head
of Government Affairs at the Bharti Institute of Public Policy, Indian School of Business (ISB). In this role,
she provides strategic leadership across policy research, government partnerships, executive education,
and institutional initiatives, working closely with central and state governments, international
organizations, and academic partners to advance evidence based policymaking and strengthen public
sector leadership in India.

Her work focuses on strengthening governance systems, improving policy design and implementation,
and building platforms that connect research with policymaking. She has worked closely with institutions
such as NITI Aayog, the Capacity Building Commission, several central ministries, and more than a dozen
state governments to support policy reforms, data driven decision making, and leadership development
programmes for public officials and legislators.

At ISB, she serves as Programme Director of the Advanced Management Programme in Public Policy
(AMPPP), a flagship one year executive education programme designed for Indian civil servants. She
teaches courses on Generative Al for Policy Professionals, Ethics in Public Policy, and Digital
Government, and regularly conducts leadership workshops for policymakers, legislators, and

administrators across India.

Aarushi has led several large scale policy and research initiatives. She guided the development and
expansion of the India Data Portal and state level data platforms that improve public access to policy
relevant data for researchers, media, and policymakers. Her work also focuses on strengthening
governance in key sectors including education, where she has worked with state governments on
improving the quality of school education through policy analysis, leadership training programmes for
educators and administrators, and institutional capacity building initiatives.

She currently leads the Delhi Project Management Unit of the project “Enabling Agriculture Nutrition
Convergence in India,” implemented in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of
India and supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. She has also played a key role in
strengthening legislative research and policy support systems through initiatives such as the Meghalaya
Legislative Research Fellowship (MLRF) and the Meghalaya District Research Fellowship (MDRF), which
support evidence based policy research, constituency development planning, and governance analysis in
collaboration with state institutions. Through these initiatives and related programmes, she has
contributed to training legislators and public officials and supporting policy research that informs

legislative decision rnaking and constituency level development planning.

In addition to her policy and institutional work, Aarushi contributes actively to policy scholarship and
thought leadership. She serves as Series Editor of ISB’s Public Policy book series titled Innovations, Practice
and the Future of Public Policy in India, which brings together scholars, policymakers, and practitioners to

document policy innovations, governance practices, and institutional reforms across the country.

She has convened major national policy platforms such as the Public Policy Dialogues and the India Public
Policy Network Conference, bringing together policymakers, scholars, and practitioners to discuss
governance reforms and emerging policy challenges. Through executive education programmes and
leadership workshops, she has contributed to the capacity building of thousands of civil servants,
legislators, educators, and policy practitioners across India.

Her work also involves engagement with international policy institutions and academic partners,
contributing to global conversations on governance, public policy, and the thoughtful use of data and
technology to strengthen public systems.



Aarushi is an Edward S. Mason Fellow and Mid Career Master in Public Administration graduate from
Harvard Kennedy School, where she was also awarded the John F. Kennedy Scholarship and the Bharti
Foundation Fellowship. Her work reflects a commitment to bridging research, policy, and practice to
strengthen institutions, empower public leaders, and advance effective and responsive governance.



